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Consider it a silver mmg Hot hotels continue to open in record numbers despite the recent
economic overcast, and many are more affordable than ever. Of the thousands that made their
debut in the last year, we checked into the most promising—incognito—measuring up the service, trying
out the beds, and sampling the food. The 140 properties that passed our scrutiny make up the
largest Hot List yet, proving that the standards for excellence haven't slipped; in fact, they've only risen.
Spanning 53 countries (including new-to-the-list destinations Israel, Mongolia, Peru, Slovenia,
and Zjmbabwe), they range in size from a three-pavifion hideaway an hour north of Sydney
to a 2,084-room high-rise on the Vegas Strip, and in room rates ﬁ‘am $89 at an invitingly accoutred
Palm Springs hot spot with a pool straight out of a David Hockney prini to $2,050 fora

.ﬂpr‘awﬁng safari tent in narthern Botswana. Such I:r.'ghf chaices make ”JPﬁJr'EEUSf easier to weather.
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SWEDEN
| ;f:inmr Hedel, 5
Fialins, Fwedish g
SWITZERLAND
N e R e , . i LeCrans Hotel & Spa, 0
) Dolder Grand, & i
THAILAKIY
L& Méridian, Bangak
Weranda Chiang Mai, The High Resort,

ARGENTINA
Casadur Art Hotel, Bus
Jardin Escondido, Buer
Valle Perdido Estate Winery. |
Fosada Puerio Bemberg, Puce
Loi Suites Chapeloo Hotel,

Le Méridien !'h-_ing Bal Resart,

hiarig Fa

Anantara Resort & Spa, f

?‘rr'.1_r Beach Hiouse, £
Southern Oocan Lodge, Far i

InterContinental Melbourne The Rialta,

mmgunsku H{.'t‘:| Drukes” Palace, |
WA N A
Xararma Tented Camg. O
Zarafa Camp, he
BERAZIL
Harel Santa Teresa,
CAMBODIA
The Sathea, &
ANADA
Shangri-La Hotel, Var
LE LEAN
Peninsula Hose,
Mount Clnnarman,
Cap Maison,
HILI
Kunza Hotel & Spa, Sar

Aman at Summer Palace, |

Hatel G,

Oppasite House.

Park Hyatt. Beijing

P.'ln:,-nr' 'Irfu- f\.nn:,-n Resort & Spa,
Mandd."ln Urn.nl.ul Samya, b
Ritz-Cariton, Samya,

W Homg Kong, Horg Fong

Four Seasond Hotel, Macau
Crosswaters Ecolodge & Spa.

Park Hyatt, 5

CORTA BICA

e Marriote Guanascaste Resoer & Spa,
Eare
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CIECH REPURLIC
Buddha-Bar Hotel, Prague
Kc-'rF nsxl Hybernskd, |
PDEMMARR

Mimb FHiogel,

EGYFI

Al Terfa Desert Sancluary Lodge & Spa,

[rak

ENGLANLY

St Moritz Hotel, ©
Grosvenor House,

St Jamed's Hotel and Club, |
FRANCI

Hotel 28 & A,

Eegent Grand Hoted, ©

Le Couvent des Minimes, M
Mama Shelter,
GERMANY

The Georpe,

GREELCE

Aneml Hetel, Folegand
Cantorinl Grace,

I A

hleeleshiwar He'rn-ugn Hotel,

Fashan Garh, ¢

Fateh Garh, |14

Madesar Palacs, v

INDONERIA

Kamanaia ar Bisma, B

St. Regis Resort, Bali

Hetel Tugu, Lomt

IRELAND

N Howse Hagel,

ISRAELD

Hatel Montefiore. Tel

I'TALY

Willa Marina Hotel & Spa,

Fowr Seasons Hotel, H

Hotel Palazzo CGattind, M

Romeo Hotel, Haple

Donna Camilla Savelli Hotel, R

Borgo Santo Plemra, T

Cartiglion del Bosco=1l Borge. T

MALATARIA

Gayana Eco Resort, Kols En

h:'lnpll. Tree at Bon Ton H-cwrl
\LDIVES

Kandooma, 5

MAURITIUS

Four Seasons F.n:sur: Mauritius at

Anahita, Beau

MEXIGO

Capella betapa, b«

Et. Regis Resort, Fuma M

MOMGOLIA

Terelj Haotal,

L1

Ancatels, ™

Drar IL, Mars

FTHE NETHERLANIDS

Citizent 'E.r_hlpha | Aumasieee
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Al Bustan Palace,

FEEL

Las Casitas del Colea, ©

La Casona Inkaterra, C

FELLLY

Ahaed, M

FORTLDEAL

MAR de Ar Agqueduts, B

DATAR

W Dhoha Hotel,

SCOTLANID

Hatal du Win, L nburg

SEYCHELLEXR

Four Seasans Ressrt, Mah:

SINCAPORE

Crowne Flaza Changi Airport,
apore

SLOVENIA

Kempinski Palsce, F

SOUTIH AFRIC

Cape Grage, ©

Deck Hause,

Tintewalo Aclantie, ot By

AshalPlace, johsnnest

SPAIN

AlaC Restaurant & Hovel, Barce

HMurmur, Bereelona
Finca Cortetin, Casere

Aguas de Ibiza Spa & Resort, (b

ERI LANKA
Tintagel. Tl
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I'VEKEY
Forur Seasons lstanbisd at the Rw-.phnrm_
Istanbul

Fark H:(.:.II lstanbul=Macka Palas,
Jstanbs
Wit Istanbul Suites, Banby
VEEANLA
Clouds Mountain Gorilla | ndg\r
Bowcimed [rnpenetrable Mat :
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
The Address, Dewntoean Burj Dulaai,

Wl
Atlantes, Thae Palm, [
Desert Palen, Db
UKITED STATES
InterContinental Mantehicia Resert
B S, Paracon Valley, &
H{:rfngr P.rw-rl:.- Hi'ls;,

Calif

Lorrdon Wcs: I r:-ll}'wood

e |
an Diego, 5

Cavalla Point.

Gardessono, i

'|'1'l.-m|1 Riverfront Rt:h‘:l L& Spa.

Cape 2 Telluride, Tl
The Regent, BalH
Viceroy, Mur
Fontainebleau, Mo Bes
Morndrizn South Beach, M
Hangian on Peacheres, Atlin
Aoda, Savannah, Ga

Fawyal Hawaiian Hoted, Ho
The Blackstone. Chicage
Duana Hotel and Spa. C
Hidden Pond, K

Mandarin QOriental, B

Hatel vy, [

Encore Wynn, L
Encantado, Sant Fe
Erecrwich Hatel,
Thornpmr LES, Miew

The Mines,

Huabel Saint Cecilia, Aa
5m1e|=igh Hotel & Spa, Dha
Arctic Club Hatel, &

Foaur Seasons Hoted, Seattie, W
Diomovan House, W

Iron Herse Hotel, Hikva
ZAMBIA

Toka Leya Camp,

LZIMBADRWI
Singita Pamushana Lodge, I




DESCRIPTION

Ardmore, County Waterford
Ireland
Tel: 353 24 87 800

view web site »

SEE SLIDESHOW

The finest attribute of this verdant, untamed bit of Ireland is indubitably the coast, and the
reinvented Cliff House Hotel, a plinth of angular slate and glass hanging off a dramatic
lip of Ardmore Bay, wisely sits back and lets it be the focal point. Each of the 39 rooms
balances the colossal view with a deftly crafted coziness manifested in stand-alone
bathtubs, linen and glass headboards by local artists, Paul Theroux and Dr. Seuss
hardcovers on a shelf, swank tartan easy chairs, and a silver tea tray a phone call away.
If the service in the bar can be a bit awkward, the Restaurant, with rising star Dutch chef
Martijn Kajuiter at the helm, turns out dreamy interpretations of Irish dishes, like a
ballotine of Clare Island salmon. In the morning, borrow a pair of Wellies from the
hallway and go for an hour-long wander along the nearly deserted cliffs.

When to go: Summer, for the best chance of seeing the sun.

Which room to book: Balcony suites have the widest sea views and the overstuffed
furniture from which to contemplate them.




DESCRIPTION

Middle Road, Ardmore
Tel: 353-24-B7-820

The locavore movement isn't new to southwest Ireland, but molecular gastronomy
certainly is—and at the Clif House Hotel, the two come together seamlessly. Chef
Martijn Kajuiter, fresh from Amsterdam's De Kas, spent months scouring County Cork
for the most rarefied farm butters and forgotten varieties of local kale. In his laboratory-
kitchen, Kajuiter magics these ingredients into dishes that give off smoke, vanish in a
puff of powder, or crackle in the mouth like Pop Rocks. Larger parties can book the
chefs table, but the besttables are the two-person banguettes peering out at the sea.
Tip: At $94, the tasting menu of dazzlingly unexpected creations is waorth the price
(three-course prix fixe, $82).




