on the old place,” a bocal

woman sxid approvingly
a5 she and her husband had a
good snoop around the shiny
new CIil House Hotel in
Ardmore, Co Warerford, Last

"I“:i A BIG improvement

woekend. Bulle nto the hillside |

an a slant, with the roof
cloaked 1n alpine grecnery, it
1% what you'd call smart
architecture, IF it could talk, it
would say: =1 am not an
eyesore. | am anything but a
carbunche.” Ir's akeo something
of an engineering beat, linking
two buildings across seven
levels and ensuring that all the
rooms and attractions book out
over Andmiore Bay, with the
services hidden away in the
back. It makes the most of a
stellar focation at the edge of
an umspoilt seaside twan.

The ariginal hotel had been
sliding slowly scawards for
abput B0 years before Barry
O'Callaghan, founder of the
glabal educational soltware
company Riverdeep, got
imvalved with the site,

. . In Adriaan
Bartels,
formerly of Sheen

Falls Lodge, it
has one of the

most genial
hotel managers
in the country

He spent his boyhood
summeers in Ardmare, first in a
caravan and later in a house,
and still returns there with his
own children and extended
family. Flans for an apartment
complex had cutraged the
towm, and it is said that locals
convineed O°Callaghan to
rebulld the hotel Instead, o
benefit the area.

It clearly turned inton
labour of logistics as well as
lowe, bug it opened three
wecks ago with an impressive
team at the helm. In Adriaan
Bartels, formerly of Sheen
Falls Lodge, in Kenmare, it
has one of the most gendal
hatel managers in the country
- a true hotelier - and thi=
alone shoubd set it apart fram
the plethora of hotels opening
with saemingly o manager at
all. With him comes a
celebrated Drutch chef, Marjin

njuiter, who has been in situ
SINCE Hll‘l:lll.'ll'ltll'r.‘.l:llll'l.'lﬂg
local ingredicnts and
establishing a herb and
vegetable garden with help
from the community at

St Raphael's Centre in
Youghal. His [ood has already
won high praise from Darina
Alben, thus the Cork and
Warerford cognescenti have
been swill 1o swoon.

We arrived in evening ligh
and were instantly seduced by
the: view and prospect of
sundowners on the termce.
There is a kot to marvel ar
dolphins diving as il on cue,
rock pools just below the
terrace, the expansivie bay,
sculpted headland and sandy
crescent along the shoreling.
Then we went inside for
dimmer and - wow! - had a

meal of rare

=M

Bayside: Cliff Housa Hotel and, below, one of Its 38 rooms.

would g2y, but three of us
nahed and ahed our way
through some very fresh amd
inmovative cooking. A starer
of seasonal vegetables with o
simple balzamse reduction and
temdrils of sweet pea
decorating the plate, for
example, tickled me gilly, The
lnpsed vegetarian among us
raved about the lamb and
duck. A dezsert plate of eight
flavours ol ice cream and
sorbets knocked us over,

Great wine list, too, from
which Adriaan Bartels
recommended a Broutly 1o
match our diverse selections,

There was a private panty
going on in the best end of the
dining ropm, where 18 people
can share a lang communal
table and wry the chel's taster
meniL Three courses onst
£62.50, fowur courses €70, nine
courses €50, If you choose the
latter, hire & crane,

All bt nine of the 39
bedrooms have terraces
carved inko the hillside,
making them completely
private, 50 you can sunbathe in
the nip. The bathroams are
Ravish, with claborate
waterfall-like taps, clever
lighting, epalesoent masic
tiles and opaquoe glass walls 1o

It in daylight. Musk Ero
tniletries and enormous
towels, as well as oversized
pillows, soft linens and
Donegal tweed blankets, add
o the hixury. Headboards are
backlit and there are welcome
individual reading lights.
Baooks rom the
Riverdeep/Houghton Mifflin
publishing house, natch, are
widely available. Rooms have
comfonable armchairs and
come stocked with fresh fruit
and bottled water, If the sound
of the sea isn't enough for you,
theres Wi-Fi, a lat-screen TV,
a CD player and & radiao,

Breakfast is all freshly
cooked to order, Seriously
delicious preserves, inchuding
honey from An Rinn. Yiam.

The indoor pood 12 tiled with
sparkly mosaics - very
inviting. Steps down to the
rock poals, for heartier
outdonr swimemers, ane s1ill
beeing budle; they wall also have
a pantoan in aid of water
sports and sea cOoUrsins

For now the food alone is
worth the journey, bt be sure
1 ook, Ifwe had any
quibbdes, it was that we found
the dining room too small. The
food and the view deserve =
MOfe EXPANSIVE Space.

| Where Ciiff House Hatet,

Ardmone, Co Waterford,
024-B7B00, wanw. Ahecliff
househotel.com
B Amblence Cliffhanger of &
ool expenshely-built new
boutique hotel
M Roams All 39 bedroams
have 3o views: all bul seven
have balconées, The private
dining room seats 18; the
reception room with its cwn
garden would accommodate a
small wadding or party of 40,
M Best rate €160 per room,
ncluding breakfast.
B Childfriendliness Ad|oining
family suites available,
althowgh decor se&ms rather
precious for happy little Larks,
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| I Bar ¢

equipment. Spa with three
freatment rooems, Pantaon for
taking guests out around the
bay or for plonbas on seven
nearby beaches,
W Restawrant Stellar cooking
by Dutchiman Martijn Kajuiter,
Tood menu popular
at lunchtime. Overlooks bay,
with accass to terrace. Good
wines by the glass.
B Access Possibly the most
xy hotel to navigate,
because of the way it spans
seven lirvels across b
buitdings -~ but there are Lifts.
B Local attractions
=4 Declan™s Well, el walks
and wanderful all-Irish crafts,
Hmhr.:-s and jowellery from




